
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

COVID UPDATE – BACK TO SCHOOL 
September 4, 2020 

 

Dear Somers Families, 

We are beyond thrilled to welcome the children back to school next Tuesday, September 8th. The halls and 
classrooms have been too quiet without their smiles and laughter. While the year will certainly be filled with 
surprises and new experiences, the entire district has worked hard to prepare to reopen our schools. I want to 
thank the 150+ employees and community members who served on our Reentry Coalition, which invested 
hundreds of hours preparing the district for reopening. This group worked together to innovate, test ideas, and 
then readjust plans as needed. It is a perfect example of how we must approach this school year as a 
community. 

It took a great deal of planning in a short period of time, but there are silver linings to the changes in education 
forced by the pandemic. Our faculty and staff have implemented new technologies, discovered eLearning best 
practices, created new ways of supporting the social emotional wellness of our children, overhauled our 
transportation system, and improved our ability to work as a team, just to name a few. 

As we begin the school year, there will certainly be missteps and mishaps. We’ve tried to plan for every 
possible outcome, but reopening will not be perfect. I ask that when you do experience one of these less-than-
ideal scenarios, please call school administrators so we can improve the situation. 

On that note, we have decided to pivot at the last minute and change the tool for the daily COVID-19 
screenings required of all staff and students before coming to school. We are hearing from several nearby 
school districts about technical difficulties with the ezSCRN tool, so we have decided to use an internal 
process instead. An email will go out every morning at 5am with this link.  

All staff and students (or parents on their student’s behalf) will need to complete the form each morning before 
arriving at school. We apologize for the shift, and please bear with us as further changes may be necessary in 
our effort to find the best solution.  

Together, with patience and flexibility, we can give our students the best possible school experience. Our 
children are watching how we handle this monumental challenge. Together, let’s show them how to face 
adversity with grace and resilience as we move Forward in Excellence, even in the hardest of times.   

Sincerely, 

 
        Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
        Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QqTFL65KBkekW5WaM1QPcMO_mSQCrF9Ojurq7vy9DdVUN1BIT1dFUTlKOUFOODkxWjZQNEc4VlZQMyQlQCN0PWcu

